KEEPERS OF THE EARTH FUND

Information and Application
First Peoples Worldwide Background

First Peoples Worldwide (First Peoples) is one of the only international Indigenous-led organizations working with Indigenous Peoples worldwide as a catalyst for social and economic justice. Established in 1997, our mission is to assist Indigenous Peoples to control and develop their assets and, through that control, build the capacity to direct their economic futures in ways that fit their cultures. 

In 2006, First Peoples Worldwide established the Keepers of the Earth Program and Fund to protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples to subsistence hunting and gathering, access to sacred sites, and traditional and cultural practices, all with an understanding of balancing biodiversity protection with sustainable economic development in Indigenous territories.

First Peoples’ asset-based development strategy recognizes the great and diverse resources (land, forests, natural resources, traditional knowledge, water, culture, and more.) possessed by many Indigenous Peoples. First Peoples recognizes that when Indigenous communities manage and control their own assets, the basis for improving community economic well-being is established. In addition, the technical capacity to manage, utilize or leverage assets according to culturally appropriate methods must be built.

Keepers of the Earth Fund Background

In furtherance of its mission, First Peoples launched the Keepers of the Earth Fund in 2007 to partner with Indigenous nonprofits and Indigenous organizations working in rural communities seeking ways to preserve, strengthen, or renew Indigenous culture and tradition among Indigenous communities. 

First Peoples believes that Indigenous communities represent the future, and that by investing in Indigenous-led projects and giving them the tools to control Indigenous asset development in the community, this community insures that it survive and thrive well into the future. 

Funding Criteria

Through the Keepers of the Earth Fund, we are supporting projects with a clear focus on addressing Indigenous development issues (e.g., decision-making, environmental stewardship, land conservation, climate change, etc.). 

As with all First Peoples initiatives, our goal through the Keepers of the Earth Fund is to assist Indigenous communities to control their assets and build the capacity to direct their economic futures. 

First Peoples follows the United Nations working definition of Indigenous Peoples below:  

Indigenous communities, peoples and nations are those which, having a historical continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies that developed on their territories, consider themselves distinct from other sectors of the societies now prevailing on those territories, or parts of them. They form at present non-dominant sectors of society and are determined to preserve, develop and transmit to future generations their ancestral territories, and their ethnic identity, as the basis of their continued existence as peoples, in accordance with their own cultural patterns, social institutions and legal system.

This historical continuity may consist of the continuation, for an extended period reaching into the present of one or more of the following factors:

a) Occupation of ancestral lands, or at least of part of them;
b) Common ancestry with the original occupants of these lands;
c) Culture in general, or in specific manifestations (such as religion, living under a tribal system, membership of an indigenous community, dress, means of livelihood, lifestyle, etc.);
d) Language (whether used as the only language, as mother-tongue, as the habitual means of communication at home or in the family, or as the main, preferred, habitual, general or normal language);
e) Residence on certain parts of the country, or in certain regions of the world;
f) Other relevant factors.

On an individual basis, an indigenous person is one who belongs to these indigenous populations through self-identification as indigenous (group consciousness) and is recognized and accepted by these populations as one of its members (acceptance by the group).

This preserves for these communities the sovereign right and power to decide who belongs to them, without external interference.”
Please contact First Peoples with any questions regarding this definition of Indigenous Peoples as it relates to your work.  

Grant Information

Grants made through the Keepers of the Earth Fund range in size from $250 to $20,000 with an average first-time award of $5,000 for projects up to one year in length.  First Peoples’ only deadline is September 30.  In order to be considered for funding in a particular calendar year, your organization must submit a completed application and budget form to First Peoples Worldwide by September 30.  

Basic Criteria

All applicants must meet the following basic eligibility criteria:

· An Indigenous-led organization or group.

· An Indigenous-led organization or group partnering with a fiscal intermediary.  Must have an existing written agreement between the two groups.  Please submit a copy with application.

· Established and seeking funding for project activities that will be completed outside of the United States.

· Have an organizational bank account

Project Areas

First Peoples makes grants in the following project areas:

· Defense of Indigenous homelands

· Indigenous stewardship of land and natural resources

· Redressing evictions

· Evicted communities to return to homelands

· Organizational start-up costs for Indigenous-led organizations

· Protection and promotion/honoring of Indigenous knowledge

· Mapping Indigenous homelands

· Co-management of land and resources with others

· Learning exchanges to support Indigenous management and share best practices

· Technology to empower Indigenous communities

· Advocacy 

First Peoples does not provide funding for the following:

· Individual applicants
· School applications
· College or university scholarships
· Legal research
· Projects that do not originate from an Indigenous community
· Disaster relief

· Conference fees

· Political lobbying

· Fundraising campaigns

· Endowments

· Deficit financing

· Missionary projects

· Project activities completed within the United States

· Travel to the United States

Submitting Your Application

First Peoples prefers to receive funding requests by email (grants@firstpeoplesworldwide.org) or fax [(540) 899-6501]. If you cannot submit this way, please send your application via postal service or other express delivery courier to:

Jackie Tiller
First Peoples Worldwide

857 Leeland Road
Fredericksburg, VA  22405   
USA

For more information, contact First Peoples by email (grants@firstpeoplesworldwide.org) or telephone [(540) 899-6545].
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Application Cover Sheet

Organization Name: 

Is the organization an Indigenous-led NGO, a non-Indigenous-led NGO, or a fiscal agent/intermediary acting on behalf of an Indigenous community, or other (explain)?

What is your organization’s structure (for example: nonprofit corporation, trust, other nonprofit organization, or association)?
Name of Tribe, Indigenous Peoples, or Indigenous Community seeking funding:

Organization Contact Name and Title: 

Project Title: 

Mailing Address: 

City: 

State: 

Postal Code: 

Country: 

Phone:

Fax: 

E-mail: 

Web Address: 

Is the organization officially registered under the laws of your country?      ___ Yes              ___ No

Year Founded: 

For budget information, please use one currency for all budget figures.  What currency is used in the application (for example, local currency, United States Dollars, etc.)?: 

Total Project Budget: 

Amount requested from First Peoples Worldwide for this project: 

Projected Duration: 

Projected Start Date (mm/dd/year): 
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Application
Please answer the following questions regarding the proposed project.

Organization Background:
· What are the organization’s mission and goals?
Project Description: 
· What is the goal of this project? 

· List the specific activities and describe how these activities will be completed and by whom.

· How will this grant help the community achieve their goals?

· Is the organization seeking other sources of funding for this project?  ___ Yes        ___ No  

· How many Indigenous Peoples do you estimate will be involved in the project?    

· How many Indigenous Peoples do you estimate will be impacted as a result of the project?   

· Are you able to document the project through photographs?  ___ Yes        ___ No
Project Design and Proposal-Writer Information:

· Is the proposal-writer a community member or Indigenous person?  ___ Yes        ___ No
· What is the role of the proposal-writer in the project?  What benefit does the proposal-writer derive from funding, if any?

· Are you receiving assistance preparing this application?  From whom?  Describe the relationship between the community and the proposal-writer.

· Is the proposal-writer preparing this grant application on behalf of an Indigenous community? Did the community request that you seek funding on their behalf?  Please provide a letter of support from the Indigenous community for this project.

· If written by a non-community member, how did the proposal-writer become involved in the community and this project?

Statistical Data:

· People with direct involvement in project activities
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· Indirect project beneficiaries
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Attachments:

· By-laws, Articles of Incorporation, or equivalent organizing document.

· Government registration certificate (if applicable), and/or copy of country’s tax-exemption rule or act.

· Short project budget.

· Memorandum of Understanding between Indigenous community and fiscal agent if you are using a fiscal agent.
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